CED 722 - Supporting Mixed-Gender Scouting as a Commissioner

Activity Cards

1. An adult leader approaches you with a
concern about his troop, which is currently a
boy troop. The Scouts and other adult leaders
are discussing merging with their linked girl
troop to form a single, mixed-gender troop.
The leader is concerned that the boys won’t
get as much out of scouting if girls are
involved.

2. You are at a recruiting event as a
commissioner to assist the troop’s leaders. A
parent approaches you and expresses a
concern about safety. They are concerned that
having boys and girls together at a camporee
might be unsafe.

3. A long-serving Assistant Scoutmaster is
upset that his troop has become mixed-
gender. Although all of the youth supported it,
he believes it is not good for the Scouts. In
particular, he believes that there will never be
a boy Senior Patrol Leader again once the girls
take over.

4. A parent threatens to take their child out of
scouting because their pack has become a
family pack with boys and girls. The parent
says, “If we have to accept girls, why don’t
other organizations have to accept boys?”

5. A Committee Member is considering
resigning. Their reason for doing so is
“because of all the radical and fast changes,
like allowing girls.”

6. A Scoutmaster from a linked troop
approaches you about a concern he’s received
from a few parents. They are worried that the
boys are distracted by the presence of girls,
and are considering starting a boy-only troop
to provide a distraction-free space. The
Scoutmaster is concerned that this does not
reflect what is happening or what the youth
want.




