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About Me

Retired Navy Scouter: 39 years 
and counting…

20+ years of 
Commissioner Service

9 years as a 
District Commissioner

Doctorate in 
Commissioner Science (2018)

Wood Badge – 1988 / 
Course Director – 2007
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Learning Objectives

Draft a project or thesis outline.

Methods of gathering information

Develop a project plan or thesis
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Thesis Development

The Premise

Support for the Premise

• A good thesis has two parts:
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Project Development

Research & Planning

Draft an Outline

Build the Project Schedule

Confirm  & Execute the Plan
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Research Sources

Internet Research*  
          Library research*   
Surveys/Questionnaires
Interviews 
Observations
Scouting and/or Topic Related Literature*
Group Interviews
Other Related Data

Where can 
you find 

information?

6



10/27/25

4

Questionnaires and Interviews

Tips:

Decide what information you are trying to get.

Put your questions in a logical order.

Are your questions slanted or biased?.
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Questionnaires and Interviews

Example:
B
I
A
S
E
D

U
N
B
I
A
S
E
D

All politicians are corrupt.

Everyone knows that this is the best restaurant in 
town.

According to the latest survey, 60% of the 
population supports the new policy.

The scientific evidence suggests that climate 
change is a real and pressing issue.
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Questionnaires and Interviews

Tips:

Avoid “Yes” or “No” questions.

When using a rating scale, avoid middle-of-the-road 
responses.
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Questionnaires and Interviews

Example #1
Worst Best

1 2    3  4     5

Example #2
Worst Best

1        2       3       4

NO 
COMMITMENT 

RESPONSE!

How was 
this class?

Example:
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Extra Resource! https://www.scouting.org/resources/los/
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Write Your First Draft

• Introduction: 
ü Capture the reader’s attention.

• Paragraphs: 
ü Represent a new phase of the topic.
ü Avoid excessively long paragraph transitions.

If at first it isn’t right – rewrite, rewrite, rewrite!
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Reread – Revise - Rewrite

• READ your report or thesis aloud.  
• Ask yourself:

Structure right?
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Editing to Prepare for Publication (Continued)

Save your work often and have 
back-up copies!

Communicate & meet with your 
adviser frequently!
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Breakout
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Summary

Draft a project or thesis outline.

Methods of gathering information

Develop a project plan or thesis
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College of Commissioner Science

Questions?
Comments

?
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