




TRAIL TO EAGLE


To earn the highest rank in scouting, a young man has to spend a great deal of time and effort; therefore, the occasion, which recognizes his accomplishments, should be something special.  This evening, we shall follow a pattern called “Lighting the Eagle Trail”.  


When a boy becomes a Boy Scout, there should be instilled within him something called The Spirit of Scouting.  Because the Spirit of Scouting embodies the fine principles of the Scout Oath and Law, it becomes a shining beacon of inspiration.  Alone, this light may be feeble, but when multiplied by the millions of boys in scouting it can become very powerful.


His first step up the trail is when he qualifies as Tenderfoot (Pause while Tenderfoot Scout lights candle).  Once inspired by the Spirit of Scouting and the enthusiasm of other Scouts, he will not stay a Tenderfoot long.  Putting a few achievements behind him, he very shortly climbs to the rank of Second Class Scout. (Pause while Second Class Scout lights candle).  Even though the requirements stiffen a bit, he keeps climbing until finally comes the day when he receives his First Class rank. (Pause while First Class Scout lights the candle).  But this is no time to stop, for the Eagle trail still leads forward.  A broad field of merit badges awaits him.  He needs but six to conquer the Star Scout summit.  (Pause while Star Scout lights candle).  Probably a lot sooner than he had thought possible, through leadership and achievement, he has conquered the first four peaks along the Eagle Trail.


Usually about this time a change takes place.  The young scout has grown into a young man.  Gaining the Life Scout peak is not easy. (Pause while Life Scout lights candle).  Much leadership, service, and hard work has to be done in mastering five additional merit badges.  The higher the Scout climbs, the smaller becomes the crowd.  Yet there are no impassible barriers along the way.  The Life Scout’s goals can be achieved, but it takes real effort.


The pathway to Eagle narrows and steepens considerably; becoming tougher and more trying.  (Pause while Eagle Scout lights candle).  Many things have to be done in order to reach the coveted and final peak.  Eleven additional merit badges and a meaningful service project demonstrating his leadership abilities are needed.


Only those with the greatest amount of persistence and courage are able to obtain the thrill of victory that comes while looking back down the long trail from the very top of the Eagle summit. 

